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By \Ilcnael Getler»and Don Obeldorfer
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Presxdenf Carter, summonod con-
vreasxonal Ieaders ' fo., the White
House late yesterday amid indica-
tions he -will" soondispatch: U.S.
Air Fo‘ce mrbome warning and
control au‘craA: to. Saudi Arabia.io
aid the air- defense of the Persmn
Gulf -

Lawmake*s‘ who took part inthe
special 115-hour. briefing by the presi-
dent and his senior advisers forecast
an announcement-of new U.S, efforts’

in the Iraq-Iran crisis- within . a. few
hours. ... T

: Defense offxcxals said’ the’ deploy-
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ment of--the-U.S. air-defense=aircraft
£6 ‘Saudi Arabia is highly likely, but
that a- final--decision 'awaits thbe - ap-
proval of an announcement acceptable
o bothr countries. It. was ‘unclear last
night. whether. the.Saudis requested
the. deployment;-or: whether it ‘was (@ 4
U S. jnitiative..... -

: Yesterday” ‘Afternoon’s: Wmte Houae
meetmg, involving- Secretary. of ‘State

Edmund :S.-Muskie,. Seeretary - of - De-:
fense-Harold: Brown,: CIA “"Director
Stansfield Turner,.presidential. assist-
ant-Zbigniew:Brzezinski-and other top-
officials.in-addition to Carter, was ithe
latestof a. serxes ‘of top-Tevel tonclaves |

‘over the' past two days regarding the

continuing war, in the Pelsum Gulf. .

U.S. consideration.of. the mmtary
deployment followed increasingly ex- |
plieit threats by Iran to take- actlon
against any ,Persian Gulf, countrles
cooperating mth ‘the military forces -

of its enemy, Iraq..These statements |

have generated  concern. in’ several
small Persian Gulf oil shéikdoms, as|
well as in - Saudi Arabia,  that Iran

‘might’ bomb their onl fields, refineries

or, other facilitles inl a new, extensmn

Of the I.raq-l'ran War. P 4A ""‘()’s.:"i" u.,,,»..

.lpate in-keeping open the  Strait of

Jbyrd mdenmﬂ of the Irag:Iran’ war.
There : was. n6 “report . on" whethe‘:r4
Muskle dlscussed with them the possi-

'au‘craft.; :.h . i- x\r v’..»)iu'»h...\s;fr_ :, By
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.—\.W ACs, are modmed \i _erswns of the

Boeing 707 jetliner and carry sophisti--
catad radars that can See electroni-

cally about 250 miles in“all directions..

Thus,. stationed over Saudi territory, 7

they could. detect any warplanes ap-
proaching the west side of the Persian
Guif "and could assist in directing
their interception by defensive torces.

The'. Carter administration dcis-
patched two ‘AWACSs ‘planes and
about 250 US.,Au’ Force -personnel

to:Saudi-Arabia in March 1870 when .

the war between North Yemen and .
South Yemen, on the Saudi border, .
ereated concern that the fighting.

might spill over to the oil kingdom.
When-. the . fighting subsided, .the
planes and U.S- pe1'=onne1~returned
home:: ~ .. ..» e e e

After.a private brlei?mur by Muskie
in'New York earlier yesterday, Chair-
man -Frank--Church - (D-Idaho) of the
Senate Foreign' Relations Commitice
issued a statement approving of the
supply of “defensive assistance” to Sa-
udi Arabia in present cxrcumstances

.. Church:,also. said,. ‘‘We- ‘should. hold

our Navy ready if needed: to partlct-

Hermuz, should a naval presence bex
‘cofne necessary either for the purpose
of keeping the strait open-or to pr 0-
tect: oil .tankers.”- Church’said such 2
naval presenice might invelve the par:
tlcxp;ttm[: of Brlt;sh Flem,h and,Aua-

arly yesterclaj w:th ,r ‘x’eser\.tatlves
oL‘Bahram' and Oman, two.-Persian,

Gulf, s,tates Ahat’ coulit: be' threc.tened

ble’ d;spatch ot the Ub au: defe

ca’xled A

:dam Hussein or Iran’s Ayatollah’ Ru..

“and Iran” dmn fa. week _of nohtxn'f
is beheved to b&extenswe.—And as Iraqi’
. troops -move_in_. measured butn-deh-
“berate . pace.further.intosttie’-Iraniand

to - oumdn powers, m the
_Washmgzon offxcxals.

The ecretary of state al=o aaw Pa\-
istani| Foreizn \hmoter Agha . Shahi,
whose* chief -of state, President Nlo-
hammed Zia ul-Hag, has traveled to
Iran-and Irag on behalf of the Is*amxc
conference of, state; in an effort. to en-
courace medxatlovt'eftors* that woul.l

sta.tes faﬂe& ,.mb ing vg
of.a-:_hal o t}(e f'v iting

tively-léngthy~ ‘wary-Both:*Iran’: and
Iraq now seem to be seexma the over-
throw of the ruling powers.in.the
regime of - the other as- a central
objective, these sources said. While
the-downfall -of Iragi:President- Sad--

hollah Khomeini cannot ‘be ruled out"
in time, the;e are b
t1ve> : ORI R E
“The " dama‘—'e i ml refmemes and
other oil, 1n=tal!attons~ in’.both Traq ]

oil’ prownce of I\huzestaxl. ihcre IS no

‘that jtis at warw mth them & A
X nue,alessd,nifo,kmﬁ A




